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TAVISTOCK RESTAURANTS FINALIZES DEAL WITH 
BOSTON-BASED BACK BAY RESTAURANT GROUP 

Tavistock Restaurants has acquired 19 locations and five brands: Abe & Louie’s, Atlantic Fish Company,  
Charley’s Eating & Drinking Saloon, Coach Grill and Joe’s American Bar & Grill 

 
(San Francisco)  August 8, 2011 – Tavistock Restaurants announced today it has acquired certain assets of 
the Back Bay Restaurant Group, including Abe and Louie’s (two locations), Atlantic Fish Company (one 
location), Joe’s American Bar & Grill (12 locations), Charley’s Eating & Drinking Saloon (two locations), 
Coach Grill (one location) and Papa Razzi (one location).  The Papa Razzi brand and the remaining 14 
locations will continue to be owned by Charles Sarkis, founder of the Back Bay Restaurant Group. Terms of 
the deal were not disclosed.  
 
Sarkis personally selected Tavistock Restaurants to continue his 47-year restaurant legacy based on a 
shared philosophy of providing each and every guest an exceptional experience.   Back Bay’s core 
philosophy of “Hospitality, Hospitality, Hospitality!” resonated with Tavistock Restaurants senior 
management.  “As a long time veteran of the restaurant industry, I have had the opportunity to work among 
many great restaurateurs.  Charles Sarkis is one of the finest I have ever met,” said Tavistock Restaurants 
President & CEO Bryan Lockwood. “His many successful brands speak for themselves. We are proud to 
carry on his legacy.” 
 
Ann Marie Lagrotteria, Charles Sarkis’ head of restaurant operations for more than a decade, will continue 
to lead the Back Bay Restaurant Group as executive vice president.  “Ann Marie was hand-picked by Charles 
to run his incredible portfolio of restaurants, and we are pleased that she will continue in that role,” said 
Lockwood.  Lagrotteria is a 24-year veteran of the organization. 
 
“Guests can expect the same great dining experience as I am pleased to announce that all of our restaurant 
managers will be staying onboard.  I am also thrilled to say that the popular Preferred Guest Program will 
remain unchanged,” said Lagrotteria.   
 
Gift cards will continue to be sold and redeemed at all restaurants and are also available online at 
www.backbayrestaurantgroup.com.  
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ABOUT TAVISTOCK RESTAURANTS 
 
Tavistock Restaurants (www.tavistockrestaurants.com) owns and operates 17 concepts with more than 90 
restaurants.  Concepts include Abe & Louie’s, Alcatraz Brewing Company, Atlantic Fish Company, 
AquaKnox, Blackhawk Grille, Cafe del Rey, California Cafe, Cañonita, Charley’s Eating & Drinking Saloon, 
Coach Grill, Freebirds World Burrito, Joe’s American Bar & Grill, Napa Valley Grille, Samba Room, Sapporo 
Scottsdale, Timpano Chophouse and ZED451.  Based in the San Francisco Bay Area, Tavistock Restaurants 
continues to grow both organically and through acquisition. Tavistock Restaurants is part of the Tavistock 
Group (www.tavistock.com), a global, private investment company encompassing more than 175 
companies in 15 countries.  
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For more information, contact Sara Barker: sarabarker@tavistockrestaurants.com or 415-637-1353 
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